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CEGuthe tams
2 sep 58
MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director/Intelligence
SURJECT: Possible Location for Satellite Lavnching Bite in

Compunist China

1. You are, of course, aware that the OCB is interested in a

possible satellite iswnching in China.

25X6A

25X6A

A -repart. of 29 July states that a

First Secretary of the ﬁaviet gmbassy, Mexico, saild, with Soviet help,
China i preparing to lsunch & satellite. The Geography Division of
ORR, while studying posgibilities for missile test ranges in Commmnist
China, had noted that gtated reguirements for ICEM launching sites
and geographic factors together reveal a probable locution at which
the first so-called Chinese earth sstellite might be launched.

5. Soviet cooperation in launching & "Chinese” earth satellite
into orbit would be likely to include Soviet perscanel, Soviet
nissiles, Soviet launching equipment, and Soviet supporting equipment.
A transplanted Bputnik may be expectsd to be propelled into orbit in

the same manner a8 were the three previous Soviel sputniks launched

at Tyurs Tam.
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4. Assuming that the anmounced event is to be a single
performance, Soviet cooperation probubly would not include the con=-
struction of a permanent ICBM launching base. Instead, a Soviet
mobile train developed for the operatiocnal deployment of ICBM missiles
might be uvesed. It is estimated that a Soviet ICEM mobile train would
be capable of transporting 70 to 110-foot long missiles, possibly
four or more large and heavy 60-foot liguid oxygen transporiers per
nissile, s number of tank cars of 1iquid fuels, as many as i0 or 13
pover generator cars welghing as much a8 113 tons each, and an
indeterminate number of cars for personnel and other support. In
only one ares of China proper can a Soviet specialized train move
into the country on Soviet wide-gauge tracks. Beyond the gauge-change
points at Manchouli or Sui-fen ho, & moblle launching {rain would have
to be adapted to standard pauge, or the equipment on the train would
have to be transferred to Chinese rolling stock. Even if this were
done, movement of the heavy 1aunchingtEain over low capacity stretches
of Chinese track would be a difficult task. Omn the newly-completed
Trans-Mongolian railroad, however, the gauge change at Chi-ning is
well within the Chinese border.

5. Reasonably level terrain would be necessary for the develop-
ment of rail spurs to service the satellite launching area and the
mobile launching train and for installation of ground support facili~
ties. The steppes of Inner Mongolla north of Peiping meet the
terrain requirements -- they are level to rolling, short-grass covered

plains.
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6. The hagerd to the population in the viciaity of the launch
gite is high within a radius ‘ui' 25 miles and for un even greater
distance around the missile booster inpact aread -- about 230 to WU
niles dovnrange. Areas cast of a lime connecting Harbin, Peiping,
and Chlengetu generally appeur 1o pe too populated to permit ot
sissile launchings. In order 10 conform to established Soviet im~
strumentation in the nortaeast, it is probable that the “Chinese"
sutellite would be lsunched in & portiessterly direction. The hagsrd
of ¢ missile booster impact rules out possible lsunch areas in
northern Manchuria. The booster {impmot arsa of & laamcehing from ihe
Cuienin; -- Plang-chiani area, on the other hand, would fall in
sparsely populated areas.

7. ©Other launching eriteria show Bimilur locational indications.
Low precipitation and wind speeds in the Chi-ning ares are advantageous
for launching operations. Wireline racilities along the Trans-Mongol ian
railroad are available for communications licks between Peiping and the
site, as well as fTor instrusentation support between the gite,
Ulan Ude and down-range instrumentation points to the portheast.
Ad hoc radio communications arrangements, 0f cOurse, might well
supplement the land-line linke. Seeuwrity precautions would also be
nove easily enforced, while at the same time the locetion remains
relatively accessible from Peiping -~ & 1ittle more than 200 air-miles
BWRY «

3. The estimated operaticnal requirements of & soviet-sponsored

Shinese eart!: satellite missile lawncning within the next few monihs,
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considered in associstion with the invariables of Chinese geography,
suggest the strong possibility of a launching in the Mongollesn steppe
northwest of Peiping. Aside from the propaganda benefits to the Bloc
of a successful satellite lsunching from this location, Western
ieaders might obtain firm evidence of Soviet capability to utilize

mobile trains for the operational deployment of ICBMs.

QITO E. GUTHE
Assistant Director
Research and Reports

¥nclogure:
Summary Map of Communist China,
Terrain and Transportation, with
overlay showing possible area of
sputnik launching (No. 25459, 1-5T)
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